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WASHINGTON — The Justice Depart- 
mcni’s review of the FBI Investigation 
into ihc assassination of Martin Luther 
King initially will he limited to checking 
the contents of “tour drawers in a tiling 
cabinet,” and will net necessitate a return 
of investigators to Memphis. 

John Wilson, a spokesman for the Ju*.- 
lice Department, said Any. Gen. Kdwar-i 
Levi has ordered a review of the KBI’s 
investigatory work into the assassination 

anu not into tl»e assassination itself — 

to determine 'The sufficiency of the origi- 
nal in vest war mth", k 

The review wan ordered in lichr or re- 
cent Senate Intelligence fnmmitue dis- 
closure* that the Isic J. Edgar Hoover. the 
FBI director who led the King investiga- 
tion. consiueiui iitv uwt ng'Ka ieauev 
“dangerous*' and was a party to various 
^inrassments directed at King before he 

was fatally wounded on a Memphis motel 
balcony April A. 19S8. 

At a news conference Wednesday mgnt. 
President Ford said he abhors hsrf.J5cr.cnt 
or King and an effort should be made to 
bring to justice tho.:c responsible. He smd 
he would consult with Levi on the matter. 

The records to be reviewed. Wilson 
said, “fill four drawers in a Ming cabi- 
net." apparently containing paperwork* 
and agent re iy*n s on , their investigatory 

work. - . - . . 

Asst. Attys. Gen. J. Stanley T'ottingcr 
and Richard L. Thornburgh will review 
the files and determine whether the li- 
tigation, for any reason, snould u. 

reopened. . „ . 

Wilson noted that Levi. Potting'W and 
Thornburgh all have joined the Jusf.ee 
Department since the King slaying. 

The Senate hearing disclosures have led 
to some voicing concern that the nils 
preconceived notions may have Ird to 
shortcomings, and possibly to cover-up*, 
during the investigation. 

;* The disclosure:; include reports ihc FBI 
burned KinE'Jhoicl room* -*** W« 
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I ryi crd cred Pottinger, asv.*}£n>--ati:>r- 
ncy general in charge of civil riph’s. and 
Thornburgh, assistant attorney general { n 
charge of the criminal divi.-trr.. "to review 
the file and to recommend to me whether 
the investigation shoulJ be reopened." 

Levi’s action "is not in itself a reopen- 
ing of the matter," Wilson said. "He has 
no indication that the ongin.il investiga- 
tion was anything lc<$ than thorough/ 1 
The FBI, which threw heavy resources 
into the investigation of King’s murder, 
early identified hi? prchibJc killer «> 
James Earl Fn> anJ traced R.iy to Lon- 
don, where he was apprehended. 



Ray was extradited, returned to Mem- 
phis and tried for murder in Shelby Coun- 
ty Criminal Court. He pleaded guilty and 
was sentenced to 99 years in state prison. 
Ray’s recent petition for a new trial was 
denied. 

Wilson said there arc no plans at this 
time for any field investigation that mipn: 
r ftsull in F BI acems once accm stun . n»g 
the scene of the slaying in Memphis. 






